We obtained the list of vertebrates species considered Extinct (EX), Extinct in the Wild (EW), and Possibly Extinct (PE, a subcategory of Critically Endangered, CR) since 1500 from the International Union of Conservation of Nature (IUCN). We accessed the IUCN webpage (www.iucn.org; version 2014.3) on December 1, 2014. A first list of "possible extinct" species was kindly provided to us by Dr. Bruce Young, from Natureserve. We then were able to check the status of those species in the IUCN web page. The list of all the species included grouped by the IUCN category is included below in sections IV and V.
III. COMPARING RECENT AND BACKGROUND EXTINCTION RATES
We used two estimates of modern extinction rates; i.e. a very conservative rate (i.e. including only EX species) and a conservative rate (i.e. including EX, plus EW and PE species), respectively. Both are defined in the text of the paper. Table S2 summarizes the calculations to estimate the modern extinction rates. Table S2 . Estimation of modern extinction rates since 1500 and 1900. Highly conservative modern extinction rates were calculated using exclusively Extinct species as listed in the stringently evaluated IUCN list. Conservative modern extinction rates were calculated using Extinct species plus Extinct in the wild (EW) and Possibly extinct species as listed in the IUCN list (2014; see also methods). The 2 E/MY background extinction rate is equivalent to 2 extinctions per 10000 species per 100 years. 
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